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This is in reference to the redistricting of cox=is-
sloner districts and the desigznatios of additional voting
precincts and polling places ir Clyan Councy, Georgla,
sult.itted to the Attorney General pursuant to Seetioen 5 eof
the Voting Rirhte Act of 19C¢5, a2 axenced, 42 0.5.C, 1573c.
Your subxiseion was received on May V3, 1582,

we have giveo careful consideration to the imforma=-
tion you have supplied as well as that availadle trom our
files, the Eureau ot Census and other interested parties.
At the outset, we note that the infornation submittesd by
tue doard of elections couflicts witi: inforratior containec
in the 150 Census repurts concerning the curreut pupulation
in the eaisting and ip the proposcd-plavs. For exanple, the
nukter of perscns sbown by the Census to resfcde fnm Liastrict 5
in both the existing and prurosed plans is different frow
the figures shown in your sulsissicn. Uur review ol Lersus
data abowa that 70.5 percent, inetesd of 73.Z percent, of
th.osk resioine in evxiscing Liscrict 5 anc €LU.4 percent,
roetler than 61.13 percent, of tuose residiug in prorposeu
Liscrict 5 are black, These differences have been ciscussed
witis +r. Cecil Lictle, Cheirwen ot tize Glynn County Board ol
Llections, and Ms. Eliszabech Eatlitt, Clynn County heyistrar
0i Votetn, ¢y a mewber of my staft and we have not been
atle to resolve the discrepancies.

th{le this conflict in supporting dats msken our
analysis more difficule, ve pote that {n this instance either
sct C1 statistics evidences an inpercissfible retrogression
in the voting strength cf the minority group. Assuminvg the
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dz2te presertecd by the board te be acevrate, the dleck population
percentage in District 5 (the only majority black district) ieo
the exiiting reapportionment plan declines from 73.2 percect

to 81.13 percent. 1In the context el the raclislly polariszed
voting that seers to exist in Giynun County, this change signi-
ficantly dinipishes the oppertmmity of blacts in the county te
¢lect rapresentatives of thelr choice, particularly since .
Census data shows that the klack proportion of the population
actually {ucreased during the 1970-1980 peried. See Zeer v.

United States, 425 U.8. 130 (1976). .

. Under these circumstances, we are wnable te conclude, as
ve rugt under the Voting Pights Act, that the newly devised
disctricts do met have the purpose or effect of disceririnating
cn gcecunt of race. Accordingly, on behalf of the Attormey
Cereral, 1 wust interpose an objecticn to the sabeitted
redistricting.

0f course, 26 provided by Secticn 5 of the Votingz
t.ipats Act, you have the right to seck a Faclaratory judgment
frov thc United States Listrict Court for the Listrict of ;
Colurtia that this ehange has ncither the purpose ncr will
t.ave tie effect of denying or sbridziny the right to vote on
account ef race, ceclor or mesterstip in a lareuage wivority
yxoup. In additior, the Frcredures for the Adrministracion
of Sectleon 3 (26 C.F.i. 31.64) perwic you to recuest the
Attcrncy Genicral to receneider the otjeetiorn. However,
untii the objection is withéreswn, er the juderent fror the
Tirtrict of Colurtiz Covrt i oltalned, the eficvet of the
ciiecticr by the Attorney Gemeral is te mske the propesed
redistrictice of comxissioner districta in Clynn County,
Ceor2ia, leczlly unenforceshic,
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ne ¢lac note that, as stated in the letter of subwmiscion
(p. &), "ltihe rediatricting will require the designation of
four ad¢diticnal precinets and polling places.” Simece irplemen-
tatior of these additional precincta and polling places are
dependent’” n the subritted redistricting plan, the Attorney
Cerersl will meke no determination with rerarc¢ te this aspect
of the submission. See 2 C.F.R. 51.20(b).
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To enable this Lepartmernt to meet its responsibility
to enforce the Votirns Pighre Act, please inforo usz of the
course of action Clynn County plans to take vith respect te
tbis matter. 1f you have any questions comcerning thie
Jetter, please feel froe te call Carl ¥. Cabel (202-724-
83%8), Pirector of the Section 5 Unit of the Voting Section.
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Sincerely,

N

; Wiz, Gractford keynolds
: Lssistant Attorney Gercrsl
Civil Fights Givisfon
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